
 
 

 

To: CIO Council 

Committee on Employment Law 

 Food Safety Task Force 

 Food Supply Chain Committee 

Health and Employee Benefits Committee 

International Trade Advisory Committee 

Loss Prevention Council 

Policy Council 

Small Business Retail Council 

Strategic Supply Chain Council 

State Retail Associations 

 

From: David French, Senior Vice President, Government Relations 

Jonathan Gold, Vice President, Supply Chain and Customs Policy 

Neil Trautwein, Vice President, Health Care Policy 

 

Re: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Administration Efforts Update – March 11 – 

New Travel Restrictions Announced, House Coronavirus Bill, NRF Proposal 

 

Date: March 11, 2020 

 

Last night the President addressed the nation and announced some new actions regarding the 

fight to stop the spread of COVID-19.  This included the announcement of new travel restrictions 

on travel from the European Union.  Below please find the latest COVID-19 update from the 

White House Office of Public Liaison.  

 

There are a few issues we wanted to make sure to clarify for NRF members – 

• Cargo from the EU is NOT impacted by the travel restrictions.  The President issued a 

tweet after his address to state that the restriction “stops people not goods.”  The 

proclamation itself makes it clear that commerce will continue to flow. 

• The travel restriction only applies to foreign nationals from the EU countries.  It does 

not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally) immediate family members of U.S. 

citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation.  A copy of a 

statement from DHS Acting Secretary Chad F. Wolf can be viewed here. 

 

In addition to the President’s travel restriction announcement, the Department of State did issue a 

Global Level 3 Health Advisory – Reconsider Travel which advises U.S. citizens to reconsider 

travel abroad due to the global impact of COVID-19. 

 

In his address, the President also outlined a number of additional initiatives he will be seeking 

the following actions to help those who have been affected:  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1237924658185469954
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/11/homeland-security-acting-secretary-chad-f-wolf-s-statement-presidential-proclamation?utm_source=hp_slideshow&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=dhsgov
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/travel-advisory-alert-global-level-3-health-advisory-issue.html


• A call for a $50 billion increase to the Small Business Administration’s program to 

provide to provide capital and liquidity to firms affected by the coronavirus; 

• Instruct the Treasury Department to defer tax payments, without interest or penalties, for 

certain individuals and businesses negatively impacted; and  

• Call on Congress to provide Americans with immediate payroll tax relief. 

 

The House of Representatives is set to vote on a legislative package today introduced by the 

Democratic Leadership, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.  You can view a one pager 

and summary and additional information here.  

 

As the debate begins on a potential coronavirus economic stimulus package, NRF has shared a 

proposal with the administration and Congressional leaders for what actions would help the retail 

industry.  These include: 

• Qualified Improvement Property (QIP) 

• Employee Retention Tax Credit 

• Payroll Tax Relief 

• Net Operating Loss (NOL) Carryback 

• Suspend China Tariffs 

• Preserving flexibility and incentivize voluntary expansion of paid sick leave 

• Unemployment insurance 

• Risk Insurance 

 

If you have questions, or need additional information, please contact David French or Jon Gold. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Good evening,  

 

President Trump addressed the nation regarding the ongoing COVID-19 situation and is taking 

further actions to curb the spread of coronavirus here in the United States. Also, President Trump 

announced an economic assistance package to help support businesses and workers, who have 

been harmed by the COVID-19 outbreak, and is calling on Congress to immediately pass payroll 

tax relief. More information on the President’s remarks can be found here.  

 

Following the President’s remarks, the President issued a proclamation outlining the suspension 

of entry from the designated countries. In regards to cargo, the proclamation states, “The free 

flow of commerce between the United States and the Schengen Area countries remains an 

economic priority for the United States, and I remain committed to facilitating trade between our 

nations.”  

 

https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/BILLS-116hr6201ih.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/Families%20First%20Coronavirus%20Response%20Act%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/Families%20First%20summary.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov./news/press-releases/house-democrats-introduce-families-first-coronavirus-response-act
mailto:frenchd@nrf.com
mailto:goldj@nrf.com
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1237924069397467137?s=20
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-taken-unprecedented-steps-respond-coronavirus-protect-health-safety-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/


 
 

 

Meeting with the Financial Services Industry 

Today, President Trump, Cabinet members, and senior White House officials met with leaders 

and executives from financial services companies and organizations to discuss how the industry 

can meet the needs of their customers who may be affected by COVID-19, particularly 

consumers and small businesses. More information and remarks from the President can be found 

here. 

 

MOU 

President Trump also signed a Presidential Memorandum directing his Cabinet to make general 

use face masks available to our healthcare workers. This is yet another decisive action to 

safeguard the health and safety of the American people, especially our Nation’s dedicated 

healthcare providers, during the COVID-19 public health emergency. More information on this 

announcement can be found here and text of the Memorandum can be found here. 

 

DOL Offers Guidance for Preparing Workplaces for Coronavirus 

The Department of Labor released practical guidance for how prepare workplaces for COVID-

19. The guidance and more information can be found here. 

 

CDC Guide for Community Mitigation Strategies 

The CDC released a guide for businesses, communities, schools, healthcare facilities, and homes 

to mitigate transmission of COVID-19. This guide outlines possible mitigation strategies for 

communities dealing with transmission at three different levels: (1) None/Minimal, (2) 

Moderate, or (3) Substantial.  Community mitigation strategies, which are non-pharmaceutical 

interventions, are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-

19 in communities.  The Mitigation Plan includes a set of actions that persons and communities 

can take to slow the spread of respiratory virus infections. The plan can be found here. 

 

CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State and Local Jurisdictions 

Today, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced upcoming action by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local 

jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to COVID-19. The $8.3 billion dollar 

Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed the exact 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7VgIzBAkOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7VgIzBAkOU
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-meeting-bankers-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-122/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-making-general-use-respirators-available/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200309
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community-mitigation-strategy.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/11/cdc-to-award-over-560-million-to-state-local-jurisdictions-in-support-of-covid-19-response.html
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6074/BILLS-116hr6074enr.pdf


formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This 

marks the first tranche of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health 

officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining what is needed to receive the funding, 

essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend 

plan should contain. 

 

For more detailed information, please see background and the most up-to-date 

information, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 website: HERE 

https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/epf/index.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcpr%2Fpartnerships%2Fmap.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/

