
 
 

 

To:      CIO Council 

Committee on Employment Law 

            Food Safety Task Force 

            Food Supply Chain Committee 

Health and Employee Benefits Committee 

International Trade Advisory Committee 

Loss Prevention Council 

Policy Council 

Small Business Retail Council 

Strategic Supply Chain Council 

State Retail Associations 

 

From:  David French, Senior Vice President, Government Relations 

Jonathan Gold, Vice President, Supply Chain and Customs Policy 

 

Re:      Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Update – EU Travel Restrictions Updated, 

FMCSA Hours of Service Emergency Declaration, Coronavirus Stimulus Package Passes 

House 

 

Date:   March 14, 2020 

 

Below please find the latest updates on the administration and Congressional response to 

COVID-19.  If you have questions, or need additional information, please contact David French 

or Jon Gold. 

 

EU Travel Restrictions 

The President has announced that the United Kingdom and Ireland will be added to the current 

travel restrictions that were recently announced for the European Union.  The UK and Ireland 

restrictions will begin on Monday at midnight. 

 

DHS released a Fact Sheet on the current restrictions on March 13.  The restrictions do not apply 

to cargo or U.S. citizens returning from the affected countries.  There will be additional 

screening requirements for U.S. citizens as detailed on the fact sheet. 

 

FMCSA Driver Hours of Service Declaration 

Late yesterday, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration issued an emergency 

declaration that suspends driver Hours of Service requirements for those who are providing 

direct assistance in support of emergency relief efforts related to the COVID-19  The emergency 

declaration specifically applies to the transportation of: 

(1) medical supplies and equipment related to the testing, diagnosis and treatment of 

COVID-19;  
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(2) supplies and equipment necessary for community safety, sanitation, and prevention of 

community transmission of COVID-19 such as masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, soap and 

disinfectants;  

(3) food for emergency restocking of stores;  

(4) equipment, supplies and persons necessary to establish and manage temporary housing, 

quarantine, and isolation facilities related to COVID-19;  

(5) persons designated by Federal, State or local authorities for medical, isolation, or 

quarantine purposes; and  

(6) persons necessary to provide other medical or emergency services, the supply of which 

may be affected by the COVID-19 response.  

 

Direct assistance does not include routine commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed 

loads that may include essential supplies, equipment and persons.  The declaration is effective 

immediately will remain in effect until the emergency is terminate or until 11 :59 P.M. (ET) on 

April 12, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. 

 

Coronavirus Stimulus Package 

Last night the House of Representatives passed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act 

(H.R. 6201) by a vote of 363-40.  A summary of the bill is available here.  President Trump has 

tweeted his support for the bill.   

 

The Senate will act on the bill early next week.  Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell issued 

a press release earlier today indicating support for the bill. 
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