
 

 

To:      CIO Council 

Committee on Employment Law 

            Food Safety Task Force 

            Food Supply Chain Committee 

Health and Employee Benefits Committee 

International Trade Advisory Committee 

Loss Prevention Council 

Policy Council 

Small Business Retail Council 

Strategic Supply Chain Council 

State Retail Associations 

 

From:  David French, Senior Vice President, Government Relations 

Jonathan Gold, Vice President, Supply Chain and Customs Policy 

 

Re:      Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Update – Pennsylvania “Essential Retail 

Guidance”, CDC Stakeholder Call, White House OPL Update 

 

Date:   March 17, 2020 

 

Below please find the latest updates on the administration and Congressional response to 

COVID-19.  If you have questions, or need additional information, please contact David French 

or Jon Gold. 

 

Pennsylvania “Essential Retail Guidance” 

Yesterday, Pennsylvania Governor Ed Wolf issued additional guidance for businesses regarding 

“non-essential” businesses - Wolf Administration Updates Businesses on Guidance for COVID-

19 Mitigation Efforts.  The governor had suggested that non-essential businesses close for 14 

days.  The guidance defines both “non-essential” and “essential” businesses. 

 

Non-essential businesses include public-facing industries such as entertainment, 

hospitality, and recreation facilities, including but not limited to community and 

recreation centers; gyms, including yoga, barre and spin facilities; hair salons and barber 

shops, nail salons and spas; casinos; concert venues; theaters; sporting event venues and 

golf courses; retail facilities, including shopping malls except for pharmacy or other 

health care facilities within retail operations. 

 

Essential services and sectors include but are not limited to food processing, agriculture, 

industrial manufacturing, feed mills, construction, trash collection, grocery and 

household goods (including convenience stores), home repair/hardware and auto repair, 

pharmacy and other medical facilities, biomedical and healthcare, post offices and 

shipping outlets, insurance, banks, gas stations, laundromats, veterinary clinics and pet 
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stores, warehousing, storage, and distribution, public transportation, and hotel and 

commercial lodging. 

 

NRF has shared our own guidance on the issue which has been shared with our state retail 

association partners.  NRF also sent a joint letter with RILA to the National Governors 

Association providing our recommendations regarding potential closures.  NRF members should 

continue to monitor NRF’s State Resources for Retailers on COVID-19 for additional updates. 

 

CDC Stakeholder Call 

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will be hosting a conference call on 

Wednesday, March 19 at 3:00 PM EST to provide an update on the COVID-19 response.  

  

Date: Wednesday, March 19, 2020 

Time: 3:00 p.m. ET 

Presenter: Dr. Nancy Messonnier (Director of the National Center for Immunization and 

Respiratory Diseases) 

  

Dr. Messonnier will share guidance for the private sector, including what CDC knows at this 

point and what CDC is doing in response to this outbreak. We will also have time for questions 

and answers.  Please email eocevent337@cdc.gov to submit questions in advance.  

  

Register Here: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v1NsR-W0TqaqmPgkbPqx9g 

 

White House Office of Public Liaison Update 

Good evening, 

 

This afternoon, President Trump and the White House Coronavirus Task Force issued new 

guidelines to help protect Americans during the global Coronavirus outbreak. 

 

The new recommendations are simple to follow and could have a resounding impact on public 

health. More information can be found in the attached document and the President’s and Vice 

President’s remarks can be found here. 

 

Call to Action to the Tech Community on New Machine Readable COVID-19 Dataset 

(HERE) 

• Today, researchers and leaders from the Allen Institute for AI, Chan Zuckerberg 

Initiative, Georgetown University’s Center for Security and Emerging Technology, 

Microsoft, and the National Library of Medicine at the National Institutes of Health 

released the COVID-19 Open Research Dataset of scholarly literature about COVID-19, 

SARS-CoV-2, and the Coronavirus group. 

 

DOT Issues National Emergency Declaration for Commercial Vehicles Delivering Relief in 

Response to the Coronavirus Outbreak (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to 

commercial vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief in response to the nationwide 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This declaration is the first time FMCSA has issued 

https://cdn.nrf.com/sites/default/files/2020-03/NRF%20-%20Guidance%20on%20Essential%20Retail%20Services.pdf
https://cdn.nrf.com/sites/default/files/2020-03/NGA%20USCOM%20Joint%20Letter%20-%20Final%2003.15.2020.pdf
https://nrf.com/resources/retail-safety-and-security-tools/coronavirus-resources-retailers/state-resources
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v1NsR-W0TqaqmPgkbPqx9g
mailto:eocevent337@cdc.gov
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_v1NsR-W0TqaqmPgkbPqx9g&data=01%7C01%7CGoldJ%40NRF.com%7Cb0bccec3501e4ce00ffc08d7ca7133aa%7C331dcc48e3614318b4f5108ce46de786%7C0&sdata=tvpm4W5kViA8t8qAqZCftjVLJwA2Tw%2BBjUSZSc4jQ3k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/15-days-slow-spread/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/15-days-slow-spread/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-members-coronavirus-task-force-press-briefing-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/call-action-tech-community-new-machine-readable-covid-19-dataset/
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/newsroom/us-department-transportation-issues-national-emergency-declaration-commercial-vehicles


nation-wide relief and follows President Trump issuing of a national emergency 

declaration in response to the virus. 

 

U.S. Exporters 

• EXIM recently announced relief measures for its U.S. exporters, especially U.S. small 

business exporters, as well as financial institutions related to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Here is a link to EXIM’s press release and related fact sheet summarizing these relief 

measures. 

 

For the most up-to-date information, please see the CDC’s website: www.coronavirus.gov.  

 

Thank you, 

White House Office of Public Liaison 

 

 
COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 

 

For background and the most up-to-date information, please visit the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE 

 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: 

• Twitter (here) 

• Facebook (here) 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: 

• Twitter (here) 

• Facebook (here) 

 

What you should know: 

• Workplace, School, and Home Guidance 

• People at Risk for Serious Illness from COVID-19 

• How COVID-19 Spreads 

• Symptoms 

• Steps to Prevent Illness 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

• What to Do If You Are Sick with COVID-19 

• Stigma Related to COVID-19 

• Facts about COVID-19 

• Information for People at Higher Risk and Special Populations 

• Communication Resources 

 

Situation Updates: 

• Situation Summary 

• Cases in the U.S. 

• Global Locations with COVID-19 

• Risk Assessment 

• CDC in Action: Preparing Communities 
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Information for Businesses: 

• Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers 

• Information for Communities, Schools, and Businesses 

• Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations – Community Facilities 

• SBA: COVID-19 Resources 

• DOL: Guidance for Preparing Workplaces for Coronavirus 

• DOL: OHSA Resources for Workers and Employers on COVID-19 

• WHO: Get Your Workplace Ready for COVID-19 

• CISA: Risk Management for COVID-19 

• EPA: Disinfectants for Use Against COVID-19 

 

Information for Travel and Transportation: 

• Information for Travel 

• Guidance for Ships 

• Guidance for Airlines and Airline Crew 

• State: Travel Advisories 

• State: Traveler’s Checklist 

• State: Smart Traveler Enrollment Program 

• DOT: FAQs from FTA Grantees Regarding COVID-19 

 

Information for Healthcare Providers, First Responders, and Research Facilities: 

• Information for Healthcare Professionals 

• Resources for State, Local, Territorial and Tribal Health Departments 

• Resources for Healthcare Facilities 

• Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Patients with COVID-19 or 

Persons Under Investigation in Healthcare Settings 

• Information for Laboratories 

• Resources for First Responders 

• Guidance for Public Health Professionals Managing People with COVID-19 in Home 

Care and Isolation Who Have Pets or Other Animals 

• FAQs and Considerations for Patient Triage, Placement and Hospital Discharge 

• Guidance for Homeless Shelters 

• Guidance for Hemodialysis Facilities 

• CMS: Information on COVID-19 and Current Emergencies 

• CMS: Guidance for Hospice Agencies 

• CMS: Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act Requirements and Implications 

Related to COVID-19 

• CMS: FAQs for State Survey Agency and Accrediting Organizations 

• EPA: Disinfectants for Use Against COVID-19 

 

Information for Law Enforcement: 

• What Law Enforcement Personnel Need to Know 

• Bureau of Prisons COVID-19 Resources 

 

Information for Families and Households: 
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• Information on COVID-19 for Pregnant Women and Children 

• Interim Guidance for Household Readiness  

• Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations for U.S. Households 

• Guidance for Preventing the Spread of COVID-19 in Homes and Residential 

Communities 

• FAQ: COVID-19 and Children 

• EPA: Disinfectants for Use Against COVID-19 

 

Information for Schools and Childcare Providers: 

• Interim Guidance for Administrators of U.S. Childcare Programs and K-12 Schools 

• Resources for Institutes of Higher Education 

• Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations – Community Facilities 

• USDA: USDA Makes It Easier, Safer to Feed Children in California Amid Coronavirus 

Outbreak 

• DOEd: Resources for Schools and School Personnel 

• EPA: Disinfectants for Use Against COVID-19 

o PDF 

 

Information for Community Events and Gatherings: 

• Interim Guidance for Mass Gatherings and Large Community Events 

• Interim Guidance for Community- and Faith-Based Organizations 

• EPA: Disinfectants for Use Against COVID-19 

o PDF 

 

Agency Resources and Information: 

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid  

• U.S. Food & Drug Administration 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture 

• U.S. Department of Defense 

• U.S. Department of Education 

• U.S. Department of Energy 

• U.S. Department of Homeland Security  

• U.S. Department of Labor 

• U.S. Department of State 

• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

• U.S. Small Business Administration 
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